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YOU STOLE THE
SCHEMATICS!

THEY WERE
OURS BEFORE YOU
WERE BORN!

SHINODA v: YAMORI

A FEUD MUCH OLDER THAN THEIR COMPANIES

- =




THAT'S ALL
YOUR FAMILY
KNOWS!

THIS CAN

ONLY END ONE
WAY, RIKU! HAND OVER THE

SCHEMATICS OR--

OR WHAT?/

WHY KEEP
THIS GOING? LET'S |
GO AHEAD... FINISH IT! SHOCK THE WORLD J

THATS ALL YOUR KIND TOGETHER!
KNOWS HOW TO DO.

OUR CHILDREN
DESERVE PEACE,
NOT THIS CURSE.

HARUKI...
ARE YOU SUGGESTING
A MERGER?

I'M SUGGESTING
A TRUCE. BUT NOW THAT
YOU MENTION IT... A MERGER
ISN'T A BAD IDEA.

THERE IS PLENTY
OF ABUNDANCE FOR
ALL OF US.




I GOT YQU!

HANG ON!/
I SEE A WAY
QuT!

THERE IS
NO WAY OQUT!

YOU THINK
ONE ACT OF KINDNESS
ERASES GENERATIONS
OF BLOOD?!

GYAHHH/

WHAT HAVE
YOU DONE?/



THIS IS
YOUR END
NOTORIOUS
NINJA/
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THREE YEARS LATER
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
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DUDE'S GOT

SPRINGS IN
f
HIS BONES! B
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LIKE...
ABBIT.
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/3
OOF! THAT'S NOT 5 RENJI SHINODA.

GONNA GET YOUFA f,‘.', YOU UNCLE REQUESTS
SPONSORSHIP! YOUR PRESENCE...

AT THE —
DEALERSHIP
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SHINODA MOTORS
COSTA MESA, CA

RENJI, THESE ARE
THE OFFICAL DOCUMENTS,
THE BOARD HAS ALL MY FATHER'S
AGREED. LEGACY”!

SERIOUSLY?!
YOU DRAGGED ME \mmeed

OFF A HALF-PIPE - I'M SIXTEEN.

FOR THIS? : . I DON'T EVEN
ITS TIME YOU DRIVE

TAKE OVER YOUR
FATHER'S LEGACY.

YOU KNOW WE NEVER
FOUND YOUR FATHER'S BODY.
THE EARTHQUAKE... THE REPORTS
SAID HE WAS PULVERIZED.

THREE YEARS.
MOTHING.
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WHICH MEANS THIS ISN'T ABOUT
THE COMPANY, IT'S ABOUT

HE'S NOT DEAD.

SOMEWHERE.

A SECRET WHICH
ISB E?JEETEE i YOU'RE OLD ENOUGH
COMPANY! . _ TO KNOW.
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I'VE GOT MY OWN
THING GOING HERE.
MY OWN LIFE.

YOUR FATHER...

WAS THE
NOTORIOUS




YOU'RE TELLING
ME DAD WAS SOME..
KILLER NINJA?!

A MURDERER?/

NOT A MURDERER.
A PROTECTOR, AN ASSASSIN,
YES... BUT ONLY WHEN
NECESSARY.

FOR THE CLAN.
FOR OUR VALUES.

YEAH, VALUES LIKE
VIOLENCE AND LYYING TO
YOUR OWN SON?

HE WOULDN'T
BE PART OF THAT.

YOU THINK
HE WANTED THIS
FOR YOU?

HE DIED TRYING
TO END THE WAR BETWEEN
THE CLANS! BUT HIS SACRIFICE...
WASN'T ENOUGH.




THIS IS '
YOU'RE IN
M{SANE! S _ DANGER, RENJ!!
T'M OUT., 1 IF THEY FIND OUT
WHO YOU ARE---

I DON'T
WANT ANY PART
OF YOUR ANCIENT
FIGHT CLUB.

I'LL TAKE
MY CHANCES.

THIS OLD WORLD
NONSENSE IS WHAT
HAS BEEN HOLDING

US BACK!

SOME LEGACIES
: INITIATE
ARE CHOSEN... PLAN B.
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S0 ‘%\\%\ ? OTHERS REJECTED.




WHAT THE HELL WAS | = i Sy
THAT BACK THERE? | = 0

> | TAUGHT ME TO OLLIE
g | BEFORE I COULD WALK.

I— THERE'S NO WAY HE
| WAS A COLD BLOODED
ASSASSIN...




) )/ 1INeeDTO
S/ \\STAY FOCUSED.

_ STAY
\ DIALED IN.

THERE'S A REP ¥
FROM DEATHZONE |}
SKATES COMING
NEXT WEEK.
I GOTTA

BE READY.

I DON'T NEED
THEIR CAR MONEY
OR THEIR LEGACY.

’Ifll

KA!E!"

NO MORE
DISTRACTIONS.
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YOURSELF,
SHINODA/

THEY'RE HERE
TO KILL ME!

ARE YOU
INSANE?//




)| SO MAYBE THIS
#) \ ESCALATED..

JUST A BIT.

UNCLE LOU?
WHAT THE %#&!




YOU'RE GONNA
PAY FOR THAT

S g WINDOW, LOU!
[ YOU TRASHED

MY PLACE!

THAT WAS.. YOU AND YOUR RENJI, THIS IS WHY WE NEED YOU.
COSPLAY DOJO YOU'RE A NATURAL. YOU HANDLED
CAN LEAVE. FOUR TRAINED-- UH, SORT OF
A TACTICAL 4 TRAINED-- NINJAS BY
MISCALCULATION. OR I'M T INSTINCT.

CALLING THE COPS.
FOR REAL.

WE'RE BAD
AT THIS.

YOU? S
YOU WERE BORN [/
FOR THIS.




WELL, T WAS BORN IN
THE WRONG GENERATION.
NOW GET OUT.

THIS BELONGED

TO YOUR FATHER.

NOW IT BELONGS
TO YOU.

BUT I FEAR
THIS IS THE BEGINNING

OF THE END. FOR THE
, . WINDOW.

WE'LL LET
FATE DECIDE.




THE NEXT MORNING.
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WHAT
THE HELL,

YOU REALLY
A KILLER?

TO YOU AS T'LL EVER GET.

‘:} N | L MAYBE THIS IS AS CLOSE
N







WHQO THE
HELL ARE
YOU?!

GO

[

LOOK
INTERESTED IN
ALL THIS!
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I CAN'T
DO THIS...
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OKAY, SO MAYBE
NOT A LOU GOON.

M

[
YOUR CLAN l/‘ a .!7

| STOLE EVERYTHING
FROM MINE!

IS DEAD BECAUSE |

OF YOURS!

A

YOU'VE GOT
THE WRONG




HERE!
I'LL GO FIND
THE RIGHT ONE
FOR YOU!

OH MAN,
THAT'S SO
COOL...




IS THIS AN
AERIAL SHOW?!

GET
THAT ON
CAMERA/




=
T U

COOL BOARD, V=
BUT WEAK o
SKILLS, BRO.
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THIS
ISN'T OVER,
SHINODA.




IT'S THE
NOTOR/IOUS
NINJA/

p—

DOUBLE N/

CAN
I GET YOUR
AUTOGRAPH!

WILL YOU
SIGN THIS?!

NOTORIOUS
NINJA!

ANY
STATEMENTS,
MR. NINJA?
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IT'S ALMOST TIME TO
PASS THE MANTLE ON.

THEY HAVE NO IDEA.
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MAYBE LEGACY'S NOT
WHAT THEY SAY IT IS.

IT DOESN'T HAVE TO
BE YOUR DESTINY.

DOES THE STORY
END WITH ME...

OR END WITH THEM?

o




YO! - I DAD,

OLD MAN! = , ‘ WE'RE GONNA
B YOU READY B | End BE LATE!
) TO ROCK? | /%

NOT IF
WE SKATE

I CAN'T BELIEVE HEY!
YOU IDOLIZE THE DON'T TALK SMACK.

NOTORIOUS NINJA. I LOVE THAT

NINJA TOO.
WHAT A
PIECE OF

) I'LL OUT RACE YOU LET'S
. BE CAREFUL, SKATE YOU TO THE PARK! L%$@ING
OLD MAN! DON'T ANY DAY, GO!
WANNA FALL ON PUNK!/
R YOUR FACE!




HOW'D YOU
GET SO FAST AT
SKATING, DAD?

THAT'S A
LONG STORY,

OUR STORY
IS NEVER OVER.

TO BE CONTINUED...




BUILDING CHARACTER

NOTORIOUS NINJA

Original Drawing by Gary Vaynerchuk Series 2 Design from the Manga Style from
(Series 1) Collectible Trading Card Game Superstickers 2025
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One of the most collected VeeFriends, thanks in part to being the very first VeeFriends
Topps Chrome card handed out free at New York City Comicon 2024. i
As of writing this (Oct 2025), the coveted 1/1 Superfractor i still out in the wild. Gary ¢

Jokes a kid pulled it, didn’t know what he had, and taped it to a wall. i

This character’s origin is a fun one. When | started the comics development in
January 2024, | was given hours of Gary’s meeting recordings about character ideas.
| mined them for gold and didn't have to dig far.

In one recording, when Notorious Ninja came up, Gary said, “Skatepark legend. Think
Tony Hawk Pro Skater.” A ninja on a skateboard? Gold! Somehow, this note slipped
through the cracks and was forgotten. Or maybe, like a Ninja, decided to stay hidden.

Not many people heard this, so when | pushed to add a skateboard as an
accessory on cards, stickers or pins, | probably sounded crazy.

A big part of of my Character Development job at VeeFriends is pointing back to Gary’s

original sparks and steering characters to those big ideas. That's where the magic is. S RS TS DTS E AU AV M

released at NYCC in 2024,

| . L o . Gary thought it wanted to drop the
At our first comic story summit in March 2025, | brought this idea up again to the man cun?ic ymﬁre reading now at Nﬁ'cc

himself. The brainstorm that followed became the story you see here: Renji as a teen 2025 and stick with the theme.
refusing the family mantle, and later as an adult wrestling with whether to carry it

forward or let it end with him. RE nn
]

There’s a lot more to reveal about our ninja and his family. Stay tuned at
VeeFriends.com/comichooks so you don't miss a beat. Ninjas are sneaky, you never
know when they might drop out of nowhere. :)
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- D.J. Coffman, Creative Director - October 2025




IT TOOK ME A WHILE TO FINALIZE
RENJI'S LOOK. HE'S MUCH MORE OF A
SKATER THAN A NINJA SO I WANTED

TO BRING THAT INTO HIS NINJA LOOK.

MAKE HIM LOOK A LITTLE MORE
DISTINCT FROM HIS FATHER'S
NOTORIOUS NINJA. HE'S 16, HE
PROBABLY THOUGHT HIS RATTY
SNEAKERS LOOKED SUPER COOL.

THIS SKETCH WAS THE FINAL DECISION ON RENJI'S LOOK
(BESIDES THE HAIR AT LEAST)

IN A SIMILAR VEIN, T FOCUSED MUCH
MORE ON THE S0S AESTHETIC THAN
THE NINJA AESTHETIC OF THE STORY.
WE SPEND MORE TIME WITH RENJI AS
A COOL SKATER KID THAN A NINJA
ANYWAY. YOU KNOW THOSE TEAL AND
PURPLE JAZZ SOLO CUPS? YEAH, T
WANTED THE STORY TO LOOK LIKE
ONE OF THOSE. OR AT LEAST LOOK
SIMULTANEOUSLY RETRO AND MODERN.




SO, I GET RATHER... INVOLVED, LET'S SAY, WITH MAKING MY COMICS. T TAKE A LOT OF
MY OWN REFERENCE PHOTOS. MAYBE IT'S THE KID IN ME OR MAYBE IT'S THE ANATOMY
TEACHER IN THE BACK OF MY HEAD, T DON'T KNOW. THERE'S JUST SOMETHING SO
FUN ABOUT BEING YOUR OWN DRAWING MODEL. STUCK ON A PAGE? GO POSE IT OUT.
NEED A DRAWING BREAK? GO BE AN IDIOT IN FRONT OF A CAMERA AND COME BACK.

THIS
IS A FUN JOB.
I LIKE HAVING
A FUN DOING IT.




D4

COVER B
LIMITED TO
2000 COPIES

FEA TURED GUEST GO VER ARTIST

1 m MACK

Issue #7 features a stunning guest cover hy David Mack, creator of Kabuki and co-creator of Marvel’s Echo.
His signature watercolor and mixed-media style brings texture and emotion to VeeFriends in a big way.

We ai
Davic

Mack was at the top of our wis

Stay

ip to date with David's new proj

m to work with the best: J. Scott Campbell launched our series with Cover #1, Jae Lee guested on #5, and

1 list. We couldn't be more thrilled and honored to have him on this issue.
ects online at davidmackarts.com
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