WELCOME TO




Shells Kitchen Created by Gary Vaynerchuk - @ garyvee
Story and Art by D.J. Coffman - @ djcoffman
Cover B by Nick Seluk - @ nickseluk

Andy Krainak - President - @ krainak
D.J. Coffman - Executive Creative Director - @ djcoffman
Erin Johnson - Graphic Design

VeeFriends #18 - May 2026 . © 2026 VeeFriends, LLC. All rights reserved. VeeFriends and all related characters, logos, and distinctive likenesses thereof are trademarks of
VeeFriends, LLC. Published by VeeFriends, LLC, 10 Hudson Yards - 25th FL, New York, New York 10001, No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted
in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, orother electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case

of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and eertain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law.
The stories, characters, and incidents mentioned in this pubklication are entirely fictional. Any resemblance to actual persons (living or dead), events, or locales is purely coincidental.
For information regarding bulk purchases, special sales, or other inquiries, please contact VeeFriends, LLC at comics@veefriends.com.
Printed in the United States of America.



WELCOME TO
SHELLS A LITTLE

KITCHEN. | %575—?3?

BOSTON'S
WHARF.

AT FIRST
GLANCE,
IT SEEMS
NORMAL
ENOUGH.
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| THERE'S A ‘ma - ; | - C— | YET NOTHING HERE |
| FISHOF Sl A 25z TiIPIs B - IS AS IT SEEMS. |
THE DAY, APPRECIATED. AND THEY —
. 8 RECOMMEND A |
CHIANTI WITH | _
THE SPIFFY | o & : '-
SALMON. | ' AND THEIR NEWEST

.- 1SN CUSTOMER IS ABOUT

TO LEARN THEIR

LITTLE SECRET,

YOUR MENU,
MAAM,




UM, THIS MAY O | |
SOUND NUTS, BUTI N WHY, MA'AM, IT'S
WAS SENT HERE S8 NOT NUTS AT
BECAUSE I NEEDED Z 0 ALL. MATTER

ROMANTIC ADVICE. £ OF FACT...

BUTIDONT N
UNDERSTAND B

... L RECOMMEND
THE #3. AND IT'S

THE SPECIAL.

WELL, THIS
PLACE ISN'T
LIKE OTHER

RESTAURANTS.

AND IF
YOU HADN'T
NOTICED YET,
MAYBE TAKE A
CLOSER

THESE ITEMS
DON'T MAKE
SENSE.




LOOK JACK,
YOU'RE IN
CLASSIC
DENIAL.

THAT
SOUNDS LIKE
CODEPENDENCY,
BARBRA.

SIGH.
I DIDN'T WANT
TO ADMIT IT TO
MYSELF

ANOTHER
BUSY NIGHT,

YUP. BIG
WORLD, BIG
PROBLEMS.

WHOA.

IT'S LIKE THAT TIME IN
COLLEGE AFTER THAT GIRL
TOLD ME THEY WERE JUST

NORMAL MUSHROOMS.,

WHAT'S
HAPPENING?Z

WELL, THE
SCALLOPS ARE
§ GIVING STRESS
MANAGEMENT. THE
MUSSELS ARE
ASSISTING WITH
PERSONAL
GROWTH.

KEEP IT
ABOUT THE
CUSTOMERS
THIS TIME.

I HAVE
PROBLEMS
TOO, PHIL.




| HELLO, I'M
YOUR " SUFFICIENT SHRIMP,
FOOD IS B ) AND WE'RE GOING TO
\'e LISTEN TO WHATEVER
YOU HAVE TO SAY.

HEY, I'M
CALM CLAM,
AND THAT'S
OBSERVANT
OYSTER,
BUT HE ONLY
TALKS WHEN HE
FEELS HE
NEEDS TO.

Y AND YOU
] CAN CALL ME
| LOYAL

LOBSTER,

SWEETIE.

AMANDA,
WE'RE
VEEFRIENDS/!

THIS PLACE IS
JUST ONE WAY
WE REACH OUT.

ALL YOU NEED TO
ASK YOURSELF IS,
WOULD YOU REJECT
HELP BECAUSE IT
COMES WITH A SIDE
OF BUTTER SAUCE?

I'M AMANDA,
AND I THINK
THE FUKUSHIMA
NUCLEAR SPILL
1S WORSE THAN
ANYONE SAID,




I DID PAY
200 BUCKS
FOR AN
ASTROLOGY
SESSION ONCE.

ASTROLOGY? §
WHAT A BUNCH
OF SALT WATER!

OKAY,
THIS ALL
STARTED A
YEAR AGO.

THAT'S THE
ATTITUDE!

e WE'RE ON
.\ YOUR SIDE!

JUST TELL
US YOUR

TROUBLES.

THIS CAN'T
BE WORSE.

I HAD A NORMAL
JOB WITH A
YOUTUBE CHANNEL
ON THE SIDE.

I CALLEDIT
CAT SIP, AND I TALKED
ABOUT MY CATS AND
INTERVIEWED OTHERS
ABOUT THEIRS.
BUT THEN...




| MY CHANNEL
EXPLODED.

MY LIKES,
SUBSCRIBERS,
AND REVENUE
SKYROCKETED.

MY LIFE
CHANGED IN
THE BLINK OF

s BUT THE STRANGEST
THING OF ALL IS THAT I
RECEIVED ATTENTION
FROM MEN WHO
WERE NEVER
INTERESTED BEFORE.

HEY, YOU'RE
THAT
YOUTUBE

----------
qqqqq
L

AND, YOU KNOW,
I FIGURED I'D
EARNED IT, SO I
BEGAN DATING A
GUY NAMED PAUL.

. AND THINGS

WERE GREAT
FOR A WHILE.
FANTASTIC.



. BUT LATELY, PAUL HAS
N BEEN SPENDING MORE
.\ | AND MORE OF MY MONEY.

HE'S ALSO ’
NOT SPENDING }.::A
AS MUCH TIME J. 8
WITH ME.

AND WHEN WE ARE
TOGETHER, HE SEEMS
DISINTERESTED IN WHAT
I HAVE TO SAY.

. IKNOWI'M |
—=——| THE PROBLEM. |

Il  THAT I DON'T
#/| HAVE EXPERIENCE

WITH MEN
IM.

SO I CAME FOR
ADVICE ON HOW
TO KEEP HIM
INTERESTED IN ME.




OH, SWEETIE,
YOU ARE NOT
THE PROBLEM.

YOU'RE JUST IN
NEW WATERS AND
NOT NOTICING
RED FLAGS.

YOU'RE NOT CHOOSING
HIM BECAUSE HE'S RIGHT
FOR YOU. YOU'RE CHOOSING
WHAT YOU THINK YOUR LIFE
IS SUPPOSED TO LOOK LIKE
WITH YOUR NEW SUCCESS.

YOU FEAR
THAT IF THIS FALLS
APART, IT'LL MEAN
YOUR WHOLE NEW

LIFE HAS FAILED

AS WELL.

PAUL'S A
DUMBASS
DUMP HIM!




MY GOD!
YOU'RE
RIGHT!
TO FIND
SOMEONE N
RIGHT NOT SOME Y
FOR ME. MEASURE |
OF MY NEW

AND THAT'S WHAT ¥
I'M GOING TODO. |k
WOW. YOU GUYS
GIVE GREAT
ADVICE!

SWEETIE,
WE'RE $42.99.
EAT UP/!

AND GET |
DESSERT! SN THE
I\ 2/ CHOCOLATE
CAKE 1S
EXQUISITE.
AND HAS
GOOD STOCK




o
r':::'ﬁ"
S
aaterataed

S n s

I.I'-l i."-
-i'!-l L]
I'I'-
l-'-‘l‘l
N
L

& & B
r't"-'l:t
LI e
l“; s a
P
] i -:-: L

r_H
'I.:I

I ONLY

WANTED TO DIE
QUICKLY.




ONE YEAR
LATER.




"WELCOME BACK,
MA'AM, IT'S BEEN
SOME TIME."

WILL YOU
NEED A MENU?
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WITH PAUL...

iilli

END THINGS

THAT NIGHT, I
WENT HOME TO
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I'MALITTLE
EMBARRASSED
ABOUT IT ALL
THOUGH
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IT'S NICE TO
SEE ALL OF

YOU
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WE
WONDERED
HOW THINGS
TURNED

Oou

AMANDA! DARLING!
WE HAVEN'T SEEN
YOU IN SO LONG!

WHY DON'T
YOU JUST
GET US UP
TO SPEED.

DON'T BE
EMBARRASSED,
WE ALL MAKE
MISTAKES.

THE JOURNEY,
SWEETIE.

IT'S PART OF




BUT HE-- WELL, &
HE PUT ON i
THE CHARM. r A ]

AND PAUL
CAN BE..
| CONVINCING, |

| BUT HE ALSO
PROPOSED A

j SOLUTION TO
| OUR PROBLEMS.

PAUL SUGGESTED HE
START APPEARING ON
MY PODCAST.

THAT WAY WE
. DID SOMETHING
TOGETHER.

I THOUGHT
IT WAS A
GREAT IDEA.

m—r————

i
|

I'M SORRY, BABY.
YOU'RE RIGHT.
I HAVEN'T BEEN
PRESENT.

1 HAVE AN
IDEA ON
HOW WE CAN
RECONNECT.

AND SO HE CAME
ON THE SHOW FOR
A FEW MONTHS.
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BUT THEN, AFTER MY = T S
we::e Rﬁ eg‘r TO KNAOW B R, - —
IM, HE STARTED i : e | & 4k
: B oo T ¥y | BUT WORST OF ‘
RRREL CHANGE. |
r,

; B\ AND THERE
AND HE USED THE [ L BETTER NOT BE A
PLATFORM I GAVE &4 § 0 SCRATCH ON IT!
. HIM TO RECRUIT MY B e W\ Do You KNC;*_W
SUBSCRIBERS. V& A\ WHO IAM:

o (e AT SN AND THERE WERE
B HE DRANK |EEEEEEE - B SOME EMBARRASSING
/ IR |~ - [ e PUBLIC INCIDENTS.
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HE WRECKED
TWO CARS IN
THREE MONTHS.




|
=

I FEEL
TRAPPED.

IT'S BEEN A BIT

OF A SCANDAL

AND I'VE LOST
MILLIONS OF

FOLLOWERS, |

WHEN I TRIED TO
COMMUNICATE
THESE THINGS TO

HIM, HE GOT ANGRY, [isee

THAT'S NOT EVEN |

AL, MENTIONING HOW |
N HIGH HE'S RACKING
~ | UP THE DEBT NOW.

= -
s i .
e ¥ .
o i 1:"','_1.5";\ Ny -
T - -
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THINGS I |
WORKED FOR ARE |
. SLIPPING AWAY. |

AND I'M TOO
AFRAID TO ASK
HIM TO LEAVE.

" SHOULD
T DO?




OH, SWEETIE.
I'M SO SORRY.

AND SAFELY.

IF YOU'RE AFRAID,
BUT YOU'RE PAST dma-fl g p i

THE POINT WHERE
HOW YOU END IT IN PERSON,
MATTERS,

WE KNOW IT'S
HARD, BUT YOU
NEED TO
DUMP HIM.

NO, HE DOESN'T
DESERVE YOUR
RESPECT ANYMORE
SINCE HE DOESN'T
RESPECT YOU.

I KNOW A GUY WHO
CAN MAKE PEOPLE
DISAPPEAR,




I'M BREAKING N\

N\ ) UP WITH HIM
INEED TOENDIT N\ N - \ WHEN I LEAVE,
AND I DON'T OWE
SN\ HIM A RESPECTFUL AR — _ -~
WAY ANYMORE. I.. N :. | AND IN A

SAFE WAY.

| WON'T
BACK DOWN
THIS TIME!

" WE'RE PROUD
OF YOU, HUN.

 AND WE HAVE Y0
YOUR BACK. J

IT WILL
BE OKAY.

NOW, DO 1
REALLY HAVE TO
EAT YOU AGAINZ IT
SEEMED PAINFUL
LAST TIME.

DON'T SWEAT

IT, SWEETIE.

\ ITDOESN'T
\ HURT AT ALL,




YOU HAVE A DAY TO
GET YOUR STUFF OUT.
I HATE DOING IT LIKE
THIS, BUT I FEEL IT'S

THE ONLY WAY.

Jfﬂ.’"—?

GOODBYE, PAUL/
AND IF YOU'RE
THERE TOMORROW,
I'M CALLING THE
POLICE.

HEY, NICE
CAR,.

I ALWAYS
WANTED TO
DRIVE ONE
OF THESE.

HOW FAST
DOES IT
GO7
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YOU CAN'T
BE GONE.

I NEED
ADVICE.

EVERYTHING IS
WORSE THAN EVER
AND I DON'T KNOW

WHAT TO DO.




YEAH. I CAN'T
BELIEVE IT'S
CLOSED.

NO., I MAKE BAD DECISIONS.,
I IGNORE ADVICE. I CAN'T
ESCAPE MYSELF.

IT'S A CYCLE.

I'M SO SORRY.
BUT HONESTLY,
YOU JUST
DESCRIBED 79%
OF THE WORLD.

” INCLUDING ME.
SO DON'T BEAT
YOURSELF UP

I'M NOT SURE
WHERE TO GET
ADVICE NOW,

AND NOT TO
INTRUDE, BUT YOU
LOOK WORSE
THAN ME.

YA GOING TO
BE OKAY?

BESIDES, I WAS
ONCE TOLD THAT
OUR PROBLEMS ARE
A MARATHON, NOT
A SPRINT.

AT MAKES

SENSE.




I'M SARAH, BY
THE WAY. AND I
REALLY LIKE
YOUR--

CARZ I KNOW.
EVERYONE
LIKES THE CAR,

N I DIDN'T EAT
coing o M OF | ¥/ ALL DAY SINCE I
i iy THOUGHT I WAS
HAVING DINNER

OH, RIGHT,
SORRY.
THANKS.

I NEED A BITE. AND A TALK.
OTHERWISE I'LL GO HOME
AND TELL MY PROBLEMS
TO MY CAT.

WHAT-
WHAT KIND OF
CAT DO YOU
HAVE?

I HAVE SIX, BUT
ONLY ONE IS A
GOOD LISTENER,
A RUSSIAN
BLUE.

I LOVE RUSSIAN
BLUES. I HAVE

AND SURE, LET'S GO.
I NEED TO TALK TO
SOMEONE TOO.




SO WHAT KIND OF
PROBLEMS ARE YOU
HAVING, SARAHZ

GOD, WE'RE
SO CLICHE.
GUYS ARE THE

...MY PROBLEM
1S WITH
A GIRL.

WHAT DO
YOU THINK?
THIRD TIME'S

A CHARM?




 BUILDING CHARACTERS

At our March 2025 offsite, we were joking about characters like Calm Clam and

Observant Oyster when Gary pitched it,
a restaurant where shellfish serve life advice from a seafood tower...and then get

eaten.
_ We thought he was kidding. He wasn't.
It's weird, dark, and perfect, a place where EUEI;}.F customer brings problems and the
VeeFriends dish out therapy.
To write it, | called James Patrick. We go back 28 years, he gave me my first paid
. comic work, and he crushed this concept. )
. What do you think? comics@veefriends.com
= i __D.J. Coffman, May 2026

- MEET THE MAKERS

NICK SELUK
Nick is the creator of the popular Awkward Yeti comic and

author of the New York Times bestselling Heart and Brain,
and its follow-ups Gut Instincts, and Body Language.

Nick pursued his lifelong dream of being a professional
cartoonist after serving nine years in the corporate world as
a graphic designer. In his childhood, he drew inspiration
from classics like Calvin and Hobbes, The Far Side,
Garfield, and The Simpsons.

His webcomic the Awkward Yeti began in late 2012,
following a self-published children's book of the same
name, and over the course of the next three years, spiked
in popularity, reaching millions of people each week

- through his website and social media.

Heart and Brain, and a growing cast of organs can be found
at theAwkwardYeti.com and on most social media sites
including Facebook.com/awkwardyeti

Nick lives with his wife, three young kids, and a lovable, _
ornery old dog in the suburbs of Detroit.
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. JAMES PATRICK

James Patrick is an award-winning writer who's written
books like Batman, Harley Quinn, Green.Arrow, Star Trek,
Angel, and Grimm Fairy Tales at companies like DC Comics,
Image Comics, IDW Publishing, Aftershock Comics,
Zenescope, and more.

He started his career by writing for Kévin Smith’s Movie
Poop Shoot (along with VeeFriends own D.J. Coffman) and
independent books like Death Comes to Dillinger.

His creator-owned work includes the critically-acclaimed
Astronaut Down, Campisi: The Dragon Incident, Monsters .
of Jimmy Crumb, Hero Hourly, and the smash hit Kaiju
Score and its sequel, Kaiju Score: Steal from the Gods,
which is currently in production to be made into a major
motion picture from Sony Pictures and Escape Artists.

His proudest creations are his two kids, James.and
Cameron, and he lives with his two cats, Sophie and .
‘ Archie.
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